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AD.1 Opening of the meeting

1.1 Welcome by the Chairman

Mr. Zeljko opened the meeting at 11:00 and welcomed all participants to the meeting. He notified that representatives of all Sava countries are present at the meeting. Full list of the participants is attached to this report as Annex I.

The Group is also welcomed by Mr. Komatina, the Secretary of the Secretariat and by Mr. Velizar Vojinović, deputy minister for water management in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water management of the Republic of Montenegro, who attended the Group meeting for the second time. Mr. Vojinović stressed again that Montenegro is very interested to participate in the activities of the Sava Commission. First step will be designation of experts to participate in the work of the RBM Group. 
1.2 Adoption of the Agenda
The PEG RBM adopted the agenda of the 6th PEG RBM Meeting. The full text of the adopted agenda can be found in document Ref. No.: 3-07-27/2-2-PEG.1. 

1.3  Brief report of the Chairman on activities performed between 5th and 6th PEG RBM Meeting 

Mr. Zeljko briefed the Group about the activities between the two meetings. He informed the attendants that the 8th special session of the Sava Commission was held on November 12 and 13 and explained related conclusions and tasks given to the Group by the SC.
He informed the PEG RBM about the activities of the Secretariat in the latest period. He stressed the importance of the meeting with the representatives of DG Enlargement and DG Environment in Brussels on November 20 and during the ICPDR Ordinary meeting in Vienna where the project proposal concerning RBM activities of Sava Commission had been discussed. 

Mr. Milovanović stressed the importance of establishment of the ad hoc GIS EG. He noted that the experiences from Tisa project concerning use of Danube GIS should be taken into account in SRBA activities. It should be agreed with ICPDR to get the access to available data on ICPDR’s system.
Mr. Zeljko informed the group that discussion with ICPDR about the exchange and joined collection of data had already started. 
AD.2 Sava RB Analysis Report
2.1 Templates 

· Third assessment/screening – report from the Sava CARDS project

· Further steps and timeline

Mr. Pločo, CARDS project leader, presented status of activities on templates collection and evaluation (on December 07).
He noted that:

· For B&H RS submitted the templates which are evaluated and will be updated

For FB&H no templates are submitted yet;

· Croatia updated templates which are not yet been evaluated;
· Serbia – not yet updated:

· Slovenia – not yet updated:

Main points from discussions of the country representatives on the issue were:
· B&H - Mrs. Topalović stated that the meeting on update the data from RS would be organized until the end of the year but that she had no information of status of work in Federation of B&H

· Croatia considers that all available data are already delivered;
· Serbia would deliver first set of additional data until December 15 and the rest until January 15;
· Slovenian representative estimated that they delivered about 85-90% of the data and that only last versions of templates should be checked and submitted;

Mr. Pločo requested that the Group members and the countries’ representatives who work on templates check the data on the web site of the CARDS project for accuracy and notify the CARDS project whether the most recent version is uploaded, by the end of year at latest.

The Group agreed on the request.

2.2 Water quality chapter 

· Progress report by the Sava CARDS project

· Further steps and timeline

Mr. Pločo notified the members of PEG RBM that:

· Version 1 of the chapter has been uploaded on the CARDS web page:

· There was no submission of additional texts from the Parties:
· Main difficulties are timing and level of elaboration;
· Croatia had suggested that data from Kupa pilot project report are to be used in preparation of WQ chapter and that there is no intention to prepare any additional country data.
Mr. Pločo informed the Group that CARDS project agreed exceptionally to prepare that part of the report but emphasized that it is not the consultant’s agreed task. 
After discussion following conclusions are being made:

· The information on what data will be available should be sent from the countries by December 22;

· Data should be sent to the consultant successively, but until January 16 at latest; 

· The second draft report would be sent to the Sava Commission by January 31; 
· The comments to the draft2 would be considered by project team after the end of January 2008 in spite of the fact that the CARDS project would officially terminate on January 31.

2.3 Water quantity issues 

· Countries’ presentations on performed activities 

· Further steps and timeline
The members of the Group from B&H, SRB and Slovenia informed that no activities had been performed on the issue. 
Croatia distributed the templates to the relevant departments. Mr. Cibilić expressed his opinion that a lot of data are not available because they did not exist or are currently in preparation. On the other side the templates are not clear enough and could be not fulfilled to the satisfactory level.
Mr. Milovanović stated that similar templates are used for Tisza analysis and promised to distribute some filled templates as an example how the work could be processed.

He suggested that after the collection of available data a workshop should be organized where the Water Quantity issues would be discussed.
After further discussion the PEG RBM concluded:

· The Parties should send the available water quantity data until 1.3.2008 both to Mr. Milovanović, representative of Serbia as the leading country for this chapter, and to the Secretariat.

2.4 Other SRBA activities

· Terms of reference for hydrology
The Secretariat has prepared and presented the first draft of the ToR for Sava Hydrology.

Mr. Milovanović expressed his opinion if the Sava hydrology would be prepared according to relevant data until 1974, then the outputs of the assignment could not serve as input to the planned activities of PEG FP, PEG NAV and ad hoc EG for hydrologic issues related to navigation and it should be erased.
The Group agreed that hydrological series should be extended by newer data and included in hydrologic task.
Following conclusions are being made after discussion:
· The Secretariat shall, in cooperation with the Serbian representatives, update the ToR in accordance with above statements by the end of January 2008; 

· The members of PEG RBM will collect the relevant information on existing hydrologic data and analyses and inform the Secretariat on the issue until January 15;
· The Group considers that the PEG FP should be included in preparation of the project.

AD.3 SRBM Plan - Project proposal for DG Enlargement
3.1 Presentation of initial draft and preparation of final project proposal

Mr. Zeljko reported about the background of the project proposal related to preparation of the Sava RBM Plan and the deadline for distribution of the proposal to the representatives of EC which is set to December 14.

After presentation of initial draft of the project proposal the Group worked out on the final Group version and made certain modifications.
After discussion the PEG RBM concluded:

· PEG RBM agreed that Project Proposal is ready to be sent to the Sava Commission for approval and to the EC thereafter.

AD.4 Cooperation and Projects 

4.1 Sava CARDS Project

· Sava CARDS supporting activities status report and completion plan

· Presentation of the final project results for the pilot basins and their relevance for the SRBM Plan preparation
Mr. Pločo presented the activities of the CARDS project regarding the assistance to the Sava Commission. He stressed that 1st phase assistance activities (according to the list agreed on the 1st PEG meeting) are finished in March 2007. He also presented the fulfilled and ongoing tasks of the 2nd phase and urged the countries’ representatives to send all available data as soon as possible in order to finish remaining tasks on satisfactory level.

He also informed the Group that it was not possible to organize a joint meeting of PEGs of the Sava Commission as planned due to time constraints 

After presentation and discussion the PEG RBM expressed the satisfaction with work performed by the CARDS project team so far. 

4.2 “LIFE Sava Project” 

1. Discussion and recommendations on further cooperation

Mr. Zeljko and Mr. Groselj informed PEG RBM about impressions from the project Steering committee meeting which was held on 29.11.2007 and about the contacts with the project leaders.
They informed the Group that the Secretariat had sent a list of proposed supporting tasks of the project to the Sava Commission and answer received. They also expressed the opinion that the answer did not meet the expectations and that further negotiations are necessary.
The Group discussed the issue and made following conclusions:

· The Secretariat should continue negotiations with the project on possible support to the Sava Commission in its planned activities;

· The Secretariat shall send the list of Steering Committee members to the PEG RBM in order to enable contact and discuss the issue on the country level:

· The project still can not be supported by the Sava Commission. Next reconsideration will be made in due time. 
4.3  “SARIB” Project

· Information on received project documents

Mr. Grošelj handed over CD where the documents of the SARIB project were available. He informed the Group that all documents and other outputs of the project are available on the project web site (www.sarib.net).

After the discussion the PEG RBM concluded:

· Data which have been collected in the project could serve only as informal (basic) information because they have not been acquired from official institutions:
· CARDS project will prepare short evaluation of sediment sampling methodology and results
AD.5 Sava information system

5.1 Database on stakeholders and projects

· Sava CARDS  progress report on performed activities
Mr. Pločo informed the members about the activities on the issue. He stated that Serbia fulfilled the stakeholder database, other Parties have not sent any information yet.

Mrs. Topalović informed the Group that the templates from BiH RS would be finished soon, the data had been collected and they need to be reviewed before distribution.
Mr. Cibilić notified that Croatian data would be finalized soon.

Mr. Bizjak said that the stakeholder list from Slovenia should be confirmed by the Ministry. As soon as it is confirmed it will be sent to the Sava Commission.

Mr. Milovanović emphasized that the significant problem presented the templates with data for projects. It was not clear enough which project should be introduced in the templates.

Mr. Bizjak proposed that only data of projects which are in the State Location Plan could be relevant.
After the discussion the PEG RBM concluded:

· The formal list of stakeholders and projects should be prepared. According to the list the criteria would be established which stakeholder or projects are relevant for SRB. 

AD.6 Sava RBMP-Public participation plan (PPP)
6.1 Presentation of the draft PPP and discussion

Mr. Zeljko presented draft version of the PPP prepared by the Secretariat.
Mr. Milovanović suggested that the public should not be involved in the process too early. According to his opinion there were very good project which had to be be stopped because there had not been enough information to get positive public opinion.

Mr. Bizjak proposed that the public would be involved into the process strictly according to the WFD minimum demands. According to the experiences from Slovenian PPP, the specialist of PP should be involved in the preparation of the Plan as well as in public information process.
According discussion PEG RBM concluded:

· Public should be involved in the phases according to the WFD demand. 
· Information of stakeholders is not necessary in the first phase of the process and should be eliminated from the Plan,
· In the Plan two versions of public information and consultation activities should be developed- one in case that Sava RBM Project is approved and the other in case that there is no external sources.
AD.7 Protocols

7.1 Protocols – brief information on current activities
The PEG RBM took note on reports provided by Mr. Zeljko and Mr. Grošelj on current status of preparation of protocols on transboundary impacts, on floods and on emergency situations and about main conclusions of EGs which are the leading bodies for its preparation.

7.2 Protocol on transboundary impacts 
· progress report
· preparation of Annex I of the Protocol 
The members of the PEG RBM had declared that, taking into account the importance of the issue and potential implications of proposed solutions, they were not sufficiently competent to develop the Annex I of the Protocol without support and active contribution of country experts for EIA.
After discussion the Group concluded:

· The PEG RBM point of view will be presented on the SC meeting in January with request to the members of the Sava Commission to take appropriate steps in order to enable the PEG RBM members to fulfill their tasks and obligations
AD.8 Strategy on implementation of FASRB 

Strategy on implementation of the FASRB 

· Presentation of upgraded version – December 4,

· Finalization of the PEG version;
The Chairman presented Strategy on implementation of FASRB- Draft of December 6. He informed the Group about changes made after last version according to the remarks of other PEGs. 
Thereafter the Group continued to work on Draft Strategy and suggested some changes which were introduced at the meeting.  
Thereafter the Group concluded: 
· The Secretariat shall prepare the new draft, based on the agreed interventions on the meeting, as soon as possible and distribute it to the Group for final check;
· The Group members shall check the new version and confirm it or give final remarks by the end of the year at latest taking into account forthcoming SC meeting in January.
AD.9 Any other issue

Exact terms and venue of the PEG RBM7 meeting
· The Group agreed to hold its 7th meeting on March 11-12. The exact venue (Slovenia) will be confirmed as soon as possible
The Chairman gave a brief overview of work and tanked to all participants for their contribution. Meeting was closed at 16:00. [image: image2.png]









� Final PEG version – subject to approval of the Sava Commission
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