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In front of you it is a new, ninth issue of the Sava NewsFlash, appearing four years after the ýrst issue, 
just prior to the seventh anniversary of the ISRBC. During this time, the ISRBC has become a stable 

mechanism, identiýed in the Sava countries, and in a wider environment, as an effective organization, 
a reliable partner and the coordinator of activities of a growing number of the states’ activities in the 
implementation of the Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin.

Over the previous six-month period, since the release of the previous Sava NewsFlash, signiýcant 
results were achieved in the implementation of the Framework Agreement, some of which are pre-
sented in this edition of the bulletin.

Preparation of the ýrst draft of the Sava River Basin Management Plan was ýnished, while the 
public consultation process was conducted through the ISRBC website, in which stakeholders and the 
general public had the opportunity to provide observations and comments on the Plan draft. In accor-
dance with the Framework Agreement, the ýnal version of the document will be prepared taking into 
account the comments received, and distributed, as a proposal of the ISRBC, to the states for adoption 
that is planned to take place at the end of 2012.

The project of restoration and development of the waterway and navigation on the Sava river entered 
the ýnal phase of planning, which should result in ýnal design of the waterway and other technical 
documentation necessary for the execution of the works. Meanwhile, the ISRBC deýned the direction 
and mode of action of the newly formed Committee for monitoring and coordination of the mentioned, 
which provided the possibility for involvement of all stakeholders in the work of the Committee, and 
thus an additional contribution to the transparency of the process and the quality of its results.

In recent months, signiýcant attention was paid to the preparation and implementation of projects. 
In that period, two new regional projects were launched, which extend the scope of activities of the 
ISRBC. The ýrst one, presented in this issue of the NewsFlash, addressed the issue of sediment man-
agement in the Sava basin, while the second one focused on the development of eco-tourism in the 
Sava basin. Development of eco-tourism is an activity that, in the best way, demonstrates an integrated 
approach of the ISRBC’s to treat the development of economic activities and environment protection 
in a balanced way. All the same, a number of activities went on with the aim of ensuring resources for 
the implementation of the ISRBC priority projects in the framework of the EU Danube Strategy and 
other ýnancial programs and mechanisms.

Possible new mechanisms for further involvement of stakeholders and the general public in the 
implementation of the Framework Agreement were considered in order to additionally strengthen 
the public participation in this process. First workshop on setting the connection between knowledge 
owners and decision makers in water management was held to further improve the communication 
between government and academic sectors. The circle of organizations and institutions with the ob-
server status at the ISRBC was expanded with the inclusion of the Global Water Partnership - Regional 
Partnership for Central and Eastern Europe (GWP CEE).

In order to better inform the professional and general public, a couple of new documents were pub-
lished, such as Album of bridges on the Sava River and its navigable tributaries, the ýrst ever issued 
for the Sava River, and Indicator of kilometer marks for the Sava river, renewed after more than 50 
years. This period was also characterized with the contribution to the publications of other organiza-
tions and publishers, such as the latest issue of Danube News, entirely dedicated to the Sava, as well 
as the recently published book Current water management issues, published by In-Tech, with a chapter 
dedicated to water resources management in the Sava basin.

In this issue, other topics of interest from the standpoint of the Framework Agreement implementa-
tion, as well as several notices and announcements, were presented, including a program of the Sava 
Day 2012 celebration, for which the intensive preparations are currently being conducted.

I hope this issue of the Sava NewsFlash will provide you with useful information, and you will 
spend time in a pleasant way reading it!

Dr. Dejan Komatina,
Secretary, Secretariat of the ISRBC

59!w w9!59w{Σ
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It has been seven years since the Framework 
Agreement on the Sava River Basin (FASRB) 

came into force and about the same period of 
activities of the International Sava River Basin 
Commission (ISRBC), which is the driving 
force for the implementation of the FASRB. It 
was a period long enough to raise the question 
of progress in implementing the goals of the 
FASRB. First, there is a question about the 
results, taking into account the objectives set 
for the establishment of an international regime 
of navigation, which was the main motive for 
the signing of the Agreement.

Unfortunately, the navigation on the Sava 
river is not as such as it used to be before the 
1990-ies, primarily due to the poor condition 
of the waterway. Right from the beginning 
of its work, the ISRBC initiated activities 
to create conditions for the restoration of 
navigation on the Sava river. Nevertheless, it 
took three years to make the ýrst step toward 
the rehabilitation of the Sava river waterway, 
i.e. for the preparation of a feasibility study, 
which was funded by the contributions from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia. 
That document raised the interest level of 
international ýnancial institutions and other 
organizations to offer donations and credit 
funds for the implementation of the overall 
project. Thereafter, the ISRBC drew a number 
of conclusions and decisions with regard 
to speciýc activities and timelines for their 
implementation, which were binding on the 
Parties to the FASRB. Although all countries 
do not have the same approach, there is a very 
little lag in the dynamics of the implementation 
of these activities at this moment. Of course, it 

is expected that Croatia and Serbia in particular, 
stress the greater importance of the activities 
on waterway regulation and navigation on the 
Danube river, which has much greater potential 
for the navigation than the Sava river. However, 
the fairway of the Sava river was not neglected.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is dedicated to the 
Sava river and emphasizes the great importance 
of the restoration of its waterway. Its initial 
activities started even before the establishment 
of the ISRBC. Thus, in 2003 Brļko District 
conducted a bathymetric survey of the Sava 
channel from Brļko to Belgrade. Unfortunately 
it was a long time until the negotiations with 
the World Bank took place in participation of 
the provision of affordable credit funds for the 
rehabilitation of the Sava river waterway. In the 
meantime, EU IPA funds in the amount of 5.6 
million Euros were used for the preparation of 
design documentation, as well as for demining 
of Bosnia-Herzegovinian side of the waterway. 
In parallel with the activities that took place in 
Croatia, we secured funding for the preparation 
of the study and design documentation for the 
entire length of the waterway, from the mouth 
of the Sava river in Belgrade to town Sisak. 
According to the present state of activities, 
the dynamics determined by decisions of 
the ISRBC was delayed since the planned 
commencement of works in 2013 will probably 
be shifted to 2014, while they are expected to 
be ýnished in 2015 / 2016.

The ISRBC set up the basis for the provision 
of river information services on the Sava river 
waterway as well. So far, it developed necessary 
design and other documentation for this service. 

OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE ISRBC
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Still, member countries are to provide the 
necessary ýnancial resources and implement 
that information system.  It is expected to be 
completed by the end of the rehabilitation of the 
waterway. With regard to the harmonization of 
regulations that apply to the navigation on the 
Sava river, the Commission set the necessary 
rules that member countries should incorporate 
into their legislations.

By the FASRB, the ISRBC got a mandate 
to take decisions in the ýeld of navigation 
and its restoration, which are binding on 
member states, while in the ýeld of water 
management the Commission may only 
propose recommendations to the Parties. 
Nevertheless, the recommendations of the 
ISRBC were received positively by the Parties. 
Most of the activities dealt with the preparation 
of studies related to water management in the 
basin. The most important objective of the 

FASRB is the preparation of the Sava River 
Basin Management Plan. With ýnancial aid of 
EU donation funds, as well as the involvement 
of the ISRBC Secretariat and representatives of 
the Parties in the expert groups, preparation of 
the Plan is in its ýnal stage, prior to adoption 
by the ISRBC, Parties to the FASRB, as well as 
Montenegro. The Protocol on Flood Protection 
to the FASRB has been developed and signed. 
Once the Protocol enters into force, it will 
provide a legal basis for cooperation of the 
Parties in line with the EU Flood Directive, 
including the preparation of the Flood Risk 
Management Plan for the Sava river basin. So far, 
ýrst steps toward the Flood Risk Management 
Plan have been made. Preliminary hydrologic 
model of the Sava basin as well as hydraulic 

model of the Sava river was developed, along 
with the ýrst georeferenced models ever made 
for the entire area. Advances in the exchange of 
hydrological and meteorological information 
and data within the Sava river basin have 
been made, too. The initial phase of the Sava 
GIS establishment is under way. A number 
of projects for the Sava basin, dealing with 
the current water management issues, such as 
the climate change assessment or sediment 
management, have been launched as well. 

Finally, all subjects, in the areas the FASRB 
deals with, can make their judgment about 
the activities of the ISRBC in recent years. 
All the same, they can assess the success in 
implementing the FASRB. These activities can 
be seen as inadequate or ineffective from the 
point of view of users, such as boat masters, 
shipping companies and ports as direct 
beneýciaries, as well as from the point of view 

of other entities in the economy as indirect 
beneýciaries of the river transport. Each year 
missed for water trafýc utilization, can be 
assessed through increased transport costs due 
to use of more expensive transport modes and 
longer transport routes. However, the ISRBC 
and the Parties know best what a delicate 
path was to reach this stage of realization. 
Considering that, it should be noted that all 
Sava countries that participated in the previous 
meetings of the Parties to the FASRB at the 
ministerial level, positively evaluated the work 
of the ISRBC and gave it full support in further 
activities.

Kemal Karkin, ISRBC member 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on Cooperation between the Danube 

Commission and the ISRBC, on 29 January 2009 
in Budapest, was a milestone in the history of 
relations between the two organisations. The subject 
of the MoU is a future cooperation between the 
two commissions for a better coordination of their 
activities in the ýeld of navigation on the Danube 
and Sava Rivers. By this legal document, not only 
the commissions granted the observer status to each 
other, but they also decided to identify speciýc 
ýelds of common interest, as well as establish and 
stimulate a platform to promote, discuss and co-
ordinate activities related to the ýelds of cooperation.

The Danube Commission stresses the importance 
of regular bilateral consultations between the two 
commissions. Therefore, aiming at implementing 
the provisions of the MoU, the ýrst consultative 
meeting of the Secretariats of the two commissions 
was held on 3-4 October 2011 in Zagreb. Since the 
issues our organizations are dealing with are deeply 
inter-related, the discussion took place around 
present situation in the sector of inland navigation 
and future cooperation within European projects 
on navigation and environment for the Danube and 
Sava. The views on a wide range of topics were 
shared, including the perspectives of cargo transport 
development, safety of navigation, RIS application, 
comparison of the navigation rules on the Danube 
and Sava Rivers with corresponding international 
rules, organization of the education system for crew 
members, application of ADN and organization of 
the vessel waste collection on the two rivers. 

P e r s p e c t i v e 
areas of the 
cooperation are 
directly connected 
with the necessity 
to reconcile 
providing the 
n a v i g a t i o n 
conditions on 
the Danube and 
Sava Rivers with 
maintaining the 
e nv i ronm e n t a l 
aspects of these 
waterways. In this regard, Joint Statement on 
Guiding Principles for the Development of Inland 
Navigation and Environmental Protection in 
the Danube River Basin, launched on 11 March 
2008 by the DC, ISRBC and ICPDR, provides 
guiding principles and criteria for planning and 
implementation of inland waterway projects that 
align interests of both navigation and environment. 
The next, 4th meeting of the DC, ISRBC and ICPDR 
on the implementation of the Joint Statement will 
be held on 17-18 September 2012, in Budapest. 
The objectives of the meeting are to discuss further 
development and application of the Joint Statement, 
to inform about the current status of IWT projects 
in the Danube basin, to inform and discuss new 
facts and perspectives of European inland waterway 
transport, as well as to consider mechanism of 
information exchange.

The Danube Commission’s outlook is connected 
with the creation of the uniform navigation system 
applicable on the inland waterways in Europe. The 
priority areas of the Commission’s activity are 
focused on harmonization and providing mutual 
recognition of the basic regulatory documents, 
required for navigation on the Danube and on the 
other sections of the inland waterways network, 
contributing to the improvement of navigation 
conditions and safety of navigation, creating 
requirements for the Danube integration into 
the European system as the signiýcant transport 
corridor.

With a view to ensuring the said integration, the 
Commission aims to intensify cooperation with the 
relevant national authorities and international bodies, 
involved in different aspects of inland waterway 
transport, such as UNECE, European Commission, 
Central Commission for the Navigation of Rhine, 
ISRBC, and ICPDR.

Dr. Istvan Valkar,
Director General of the Secretariat, 

Danube Commission
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According to the Framework Agreement on the 
Sava River Basin (FASRB) and EU Water 

Framework Directive (EU WFD), the public 
participation and involvement of stakeholders 
is an important part of the integrated river basin 
management. For instance, the Article 14 of the 
EU WFD states that active involvement of all 
interested parties from the very beginning of the 
implementation of the Directive shall be encouraged, 
and a three-phased public consultation process 
should be ensured in development of a river basin 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����5�%�0�����S�O�D�Q���E�\���D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�R��
participate in the drafting of the timetable and work 
program, allowing a period for comments in each 
phase, and changing the relevant documents taking 
into account the received comments. With this 
participatory approach, stakeholders are enabled to 
take an active role, exchange views and opinions, 
bring their local knowledge to the table in order 
�W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �E�D�V�L�Q���Z�L�G�H��
problems. 

The ISRBC has undertaken several activities in 
order to ensure public participation in the process of 
�S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W�����L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���6�D�Y�D���5�%�0���3�O�D�Q����
as follows:
�‡���5�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W�������V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�������I�U�R�P�������W�K�H�����3�D�U�W�L�H�V�����W�R�����W�K�H��

�)�$�6�5�%�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �D�� �W�R�S�� �±�� �G�R�Z�Q��
approach.

�‡���,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���������V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���������Z�H�U�H���������L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���������I�U�R�P��
the earliest possible stage of the process, 
�E�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �W�K�H��
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� ���=�D�J�U�H�E����
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������±�����������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���R�I��
�0�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����6�D�U�D�M�H�Y�R�����-�X�Q�H���������±�����������������������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
stakeholders. 

�‡���$�Q�����D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�����Z�D�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���*�:�3
�0�H�G�L�W�H�U�U�D�Q�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���,�6�5�%�&�����E�D�F�N���W�R���E�D�F�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
above mentioned Sarajevo workshop) to validate 
the collected information on relevant stakeholders, 
to discuss the settings for their participation in 
�W�K�H�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�D�Y�D�� �5�%�0�� �3�O�D�Q�� �D�Q�G��
to discuss on possible permanent mechanism of 

�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q��
of stakeholders in the management 
of water resources in the Sava river 
basin.

�‡���$�W�������D�������O�D�W�H�U�����V�W�D�J�H���������D�������6�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U��
�)�R�U�X�P�� �Z�D�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� ���%�H�O�J�U�D�G�H����
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������±�����������������������W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W��
�W�K�H���G�U�D�I�W���6�D�Y�D���5�%�0���3�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�F�W��
comments on its content from all 
related stakeholders, before starting 
the web-based consultation process. 

�‡���$�������I�R�X�U���P�R�Q�W�K���������S�X�E�O�L�F���������S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q������
web-based process for a wide range of 
�V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �R�Q�� �$�S�U�L�O�� �������� ������������ �'�X�U�L�Q�J��
the entire process, all related information, from the 
�S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�K�D�V�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�D�Y�D��
�5�%�0���3�O�D�Q�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���,�6�5�%�&���Z�H�E��
�V�L�W�H���±���Z�Z�Z���V�D�Y�D�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�U�J����

�‡���7�K�H�����F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G�������F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V�������D�Q�G�����V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�����K�D�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���5�%�0���H�[�S�H�U�W��
�J�U�R�X�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�6�5�%�&�� �W�R�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��
of the Plan. Based upon the received comments, 
�U�H�¿�Q�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�U�D�I�W�� �6�D�Y�D�� �5�%�0�� �3�O�D�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H��
made and distributed to the Parties for adoption. 

�7�K�H�� �D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�D�Y�D�� �5�%�0�� �3�O�D�Q���� �S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G��
for December 2012, will represent a remarkable 
step toward the achievement of the main objectives 
of the FASRB and EU WFD. By implementing the 

�6�D�Y�D���5�%�0���3�O�D�Q�����W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
�Z�D�W�H�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�W�D�W�X�V��
potential of waters will be promoted, for which a 
consensus of stakeholders is essential. 

Samo Grošelj, 
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of Waters and Aquatic Eco-system, 
Secretariat of the ISRBC

�0�D�U�N�R���3�D�Y�O�R�Y�L�ü����
Expert Associate,

Secretariat of the ISRBC
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